Into a Season of Grace and Joy!

The opening of Eastertide with the lighting of the new fire
and commemoration of the Resurrection brings us into Spring.
It is not only a time of new
growth and blossoming in
the Outdoor Experience and
our yards and gardens. It is
also a season bursting with
grace-filled celebrations.

Parish men spent the last
weekend of April growing
in faith through prayer,
sacrament and fellowship at LaSalle Retreat Center on an
ACTS Retreat.

During May, Mary’s month, we will pray the rosary and
meditate on mysteries that recall for us our salvation story. As
they do throughout the year, parishioners pray the rosary after
7:30 a.m. Mass Monday through Saturday and on Monday
evenings at 7:30 p.m. School children will gather in church
during May for the rosary on Monday and Wednesday after-
noons at 2:45 p.m. Anyone is welcome to any of these
celebrations.

Second graders in the parish school and PSR make their
First Communion on May 2. They have been preparing for this
through the year with learning about the sacraments, with their
First Reconciliation in January, a mini-retreat, and a re-cycling
service project. They now begin lives nourished by the Body
and Blood of Christ. This year’s class included

Jake Blessing Jack Meadows
Ethan Bruce Grace Meara
Sophie Centerino Katelyn Meyer
Madeline Cherry Eemil Miller
Kieran Conboy Kati Miller

Clare Embry Luke O'Connor
Kate Evans Adriana Passanisi
Madison Frisch Ryan Stone
Matttew Higgins Brendan Summers
Michael Holler Justin Surber
Eric Koetting Colleen Wheadon
Joey Marchi Julia Woodcock
Sam Mclntyre
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Marie Miller and Mary Ann Kunderman, two “travelers” on the road to
Jerusalem, examine the map of the holy city in the project display in
the rear of church.

Journeying to Easter

How do you provide spice to mid-winter days that invite
mental and physical hibernation? How do get in shape for
Easter? The answer is simple—exercise. That was the goal of
the Walk to Jerusalem program offered to parishioners by
parish nurse Marilyn Price. She wanted to encourage parish-
ioners young and old to put out physical and spiritual effort
while adding some fun to the mix. Even school and PSR
children were encouraged to join the trip.

Over a twelve week period ending just before Palm Sunday,
participants kept track of their physical exercise. They counted
miles actually walked or run, or they equated time given other
physical activities to a mile for every twenty minutes of
exercise. They also logged their spiritual exercise, equating
twenty minutes of prayer to a mile, so participation at Sunday
Mass, typically an hour long, equaled three miles. Each week
participants reported their miles. The week’s total was used to
plot that week’s travel.

Jerusalem is 6,435 miles from St. Louis as a very fit crow or
an airliner would fly it. Marilyn hoped for 125 participants at
a rate that would complete the trip over twelve weeks.
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Be Afire!

Father Dave Rauch

We are all familiar with the 40 days of Lent. Unfortunately,
the 50 days of the Easter Season have not become as much a
part of our Catholic consciousness. Easter is at first celebrated
as an Octave, eight days of the highest rank of feasts. Every
day is treated like Easter Sunday all over again. Following the
Octave the rest of the time until Pentecost is designated as the
Easter Season. For those who have just been baptized it is
called by a Greek name, Mystagogia meaning a time of
enlightenment. This is when the newly baptized are assisted in
embracing the life of their faith community to make sure that
their new faith is rooted in the rich soil of parish life. The
Easter Season can also be a time of enlightenment for all of us
and a time to recommiit to living the Gospel.

During the Fifty Days we have a Men’s ACTS retreat
scheduled. First Communion is celebrated and so is the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Some marriages and baptisms are
also on the calendar. It is the busy time of graduations and the
end of school. A lot of activity and events associated with
Catholic parish life are celebrated.

During the Fifty Days we listen to readings from the Acts of
the Apostles. One of the most powerful books of the Bible, it
is actually the second volume of the Gospel of Luke,
composed by the same evangelist. Acts is full of great stories
about the beginning of the Church. Its main characters are St.
Peter and St. Paul, and it tells us about their preaching and
ministry as the Church progresses from Jerusalem to Rome. It
is full of action and adventure with lots of stories about their
travels. It is sometimes called the Gospel of the Holy Spirit
because the Holy Spirit’s activity is so obvious in it. It shows
the power of Pentecost and how the Spirit guided the early
Church.

The Gospel of John is proclaimed during the Easter Season
on both Sundays and weekdays. While Matthew, Mark and
Luke follow the three-year Sunday cycle, John’s gospel is read
every year at this time. We just finished our Little Rock
Scripture Study of John. It is the last and most poetic and
symbolic of the four gospels and offers us an important
perspective on the mission and message of Jesus.

Pick up your New Testament and follow along every day.
Use the daily reading guide in the weekly bulletin. This will
help you understand more about the Fifty Days and prepare
for Pentecost Sunday. Invite the Holy Spirit to guide your
reading and to deepen your faith so that you can be on fire
with the gospel as were those great first century Christians
who fill its pages. Pentecost is needed now, a New Pentecost
to set us on fire!
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Spirit of Providence is an effort of the Stewardship Commis-
sion to highlight the many ways in which parishioners can and
do contribute to the well-being of our parish family, the
Church in St. Louis, and the wider community. Hence the
time, talent, and treasure header at the top of this page.

The newsletter began publication in Fall 2004. Since then it
has reported on parish events and programs. It has profiled
teachers, parish staff members, organizations and new parish-
ioners. It has offered reflections by the pastor and parish
nurse. It has shown OLP is a vibrant community of faith,
service and fellowship.

We owe our professional design to Jim Richter, a retired
graphic designer and chair of the Stewardship Commission.
He once asked Joe Dunne, “You’re a retired English teacher.
Would you write an article for our new newsletter?” That was
then. Joe’s role has grown to editor, photographer and now
layout man. He’s looking for help.

We’re grateful to parish teens who have assembled and
labeled issues for mailing and to Patti Loehnig who
coordinates their efforts.

Perhaps you’d like to be a correspondent who now and then
reports on a group or activity or who takes on an assignment
to write about an event. Want to meet new parishioners? You
can work on the feature “Welcome to Providence.” We owe a
debt to Dr. Ken Walter who faithfully interviewed and photo-
graphed newcomers until shortly before his death last fall.
Even if you’re not a writer, we are always looking for
suggested article ideas.

SOP has disappeared for a few months, but we’d like to get
it back on schedule publishing bi-monthly in January, March,
May, July, September and November. If you’d like to be
involved contact Joe Dunne, 843-2563 or jdunnel @

sbcglobal.net.

Are You Receiving a Scholarship?

In our July issue we'll recognize parishioners who are going
on to college or graduate studies with the support of scholar-
ships and fellowships. Let us know the student’s name, high
school, college destination, and scholarship title (e.g.,
Curators’ Scholarship at UM-Columbia). Pass that information
on to Joe Dunne (843-2563; jdunne1@sbcglobal.net) by June
20.
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The Easter Bunny visited with Matthew, Andrew and Mom Eryn
Krobath when young parishioners had an opportunity before Easter
to hunt eggs. Parents of Providence and Our Little Providence Pre-
school sponsored snacks and crafts in the cafeteria and the egg hunt
which followed. Because the outdoors were very squishy, youngsters
roamed the pre-school rooms, gym and hallways to discover eggs.
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Seventh and eighth graders are being confirmed by Bishop
Hermann on May 6. Through the year the confirmandi, those
preparing for the sacrament, have done service for the parish
and community with activities such as working at Lent’s fish
fries or visiting seniors at the Crestview Center. They also
participated in a retreat given by the Archdiocese’s REAP
(Retreat Evangelization and Prayer) Team and attended the
Chrism Mass at the Cathedral Basilica on Holy Thursday at
which the bishop blessed the oil that will be used when they
receive the sacrament. This year’s confirmandi are

Katie James
Lane Koch-Etzel

Sara Antrobus
Eric Balmes

Hannah Beaudean Kelly Krupp
Holly Beckett Kurtis Mager
Halle Bischoff Abbey Malone
Emily Boston Drew Marchi
Lindsey Bozdeck Eric Maus
Christopher Brooks Kyle McCoy
Cori Centerino Matt McCoy
Kevin Dvorak Lauren Miller
Connor Eskridge Matt Miller
Donald Ewart Madeline Mullins

Drew Ferguson
Colin Fischer
Drew Fischer

Courtney Naunheim
Josh Peterson
Sierra Pett

Libby Frazier Paul Rapisardo
Caroline Gallaher Matthew Rath
Jamie Gender Andrew Regan

Emily Giegling Court Rozier

Ian Giegling

Thomas Graves

Mary Guimbarda
Sarah Hansen
Matthew Heckenkamp
Mya Herrmann
Christian Hoffmeister
Niko Hoijarvi
Charles Houska

Cory Howdeshell
Michael Humme
Peter Hummel

Ben Sartorius
Francine Shillato
Julie Shipley
Christopher Simpher
Madison Singler
Kaitlin Sotir
Natalie Stanton
Meghan Stuckel
Hannah Talley
Rick Wagner
Justin Wild
Adam Zmuda

The season continues on with baccalaureates and gradu-

ations and with weddings. Congratulations and blessings to all

in this holy time!

E

Amen.

Stewarc[sﬁi}o Cpmyer

O Lord, giver of life and source of freedom, I know that
all I have received is from Your hand. Gracious and lov-
ing Father, You call us to be stewards of Your abundance,
the caretakers of all You have entrusted to us. Help us to
always use Your gifts wisely and teach us to share them
generously. Send the Holy Spirit to work through us,
bringing Your message to those we serve. May our faith-
ful stewardship bear witness to the love of Jesus Christ in
our lives. We pray with grateful hearts in Jesus’ name.

How about a daytime activity for people to have fun and to help meet
parish needs? Phyllis Sheets, Mary Vieth and a committee of parish
women thought that was a good idea. They organized a card party
that filled the Providence Room in mid-April for cards and a lunch
catered by Nettie Olsen. The quilters also helped by donating a quilt
raffled off at the event.
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Much to the surprise of organizers, parishioners reported over
2400 miles the first week! That pace would have put us in
Israel well before our imaginary travel arrangements.

Enter Father Dave Rauch, traveler and map maven. Father
led us on an extended trip visiting shrines and tourist sites
through the eastern U.S., into Canada, across the North Atlan-
tic, through Europe and across the Mediterranean until we
finally reached the Holy Land just in time for our hotel rooms
to be ready. Father reported the sights and their significance in
an informative log each week in the Sunday bulletin and
marked out the route on maps displayed in the rear of church.

In the end 556 participants of all ages and abilities racked up
24, 237 miles! Marilyn said that congregations that have
adopted this program have adapted it to their situations.
Unique to our program were the extended route we followed
and a weekly Scripture handout for children, similar to the
handout offering a text and meditation each week for adults.

Where do we go from here? Marilyn suggests perhaps we
might walk to Bethlehem late this fall as we prepare for
Christmas.
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Men of the parish held their fourth ACTS Retreat at the end of April.
A team of OLP men who are ACTS veterans worked together for
thirteen weeks of formation and planning to guide the retreat. Team
and retreatants are shown here after 11:00 a.m. Mass, at the
retreat’s close.

A Women’s ACTS retreat will be held this fall. It begins Thursday,
September 17, 6:00 p.m. and concludes at 11:00 a.m. Mass on
Sunday, September 20. Mark your calendars!



