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      Ahoy, Mates!

It was a week of adventure with the High Seas Expedition, this summer’s vacation Bible school.
Explorers learned of the treasure we can discover in God’s word through a variety of games, crafts,
and songs. Over 140 children from pre-school through sixth grade enrolled this year. They were
supported in their expedition by sixty teen and 35 adult volunteers. The sixth graders had a special
mission visiting the Animal Protective Association and raising funds through a car wash and sale of
Gus’s pretzels. Kelly Blessing and Tracey Stanton led this year’s adventure. “This was a great
growing experience and a lot of fun for everyone from the youngest through the adults,” said Kelly.

From Marilyn Price
          Parish Nurse

The Mission Trip to Honduras:
Lives Forever Changed

  Many of you have asked how the Pro Papa trip was and to
most I answered, “Wonderful!” It really is hard to sum up
since so much happens in those eleven days. Here are three
stories.

Santos
  In the last issue of the Spirit of Providence newsletter, I told
you about Santos, a seven-year-old boy blinded by cataracts.
Even though we were willing to pay for the surgery, since he
lives in such a remote area, it was difficult to get him and his
father to the hospital. Finally, in late May, Sr. Laurinda was
able to get him there and surgery was performed on his right
eye.

  For the first time since he was three, he is able to see again.
Sr. Laurinda reports the day after surgery Santos was on the
clinic porch when it began to rain. He stood on the porch

smiling as he watched the sky in amazement. Everything is
new and exciting for him. But the thing that means the most to
him is his newfound independence. For the first time, he is
able to care for himself.

  Upon our arrival in Honduras, our team was able to meet
Santos. We surprised him with a Cardinal baseball cap and a
set of toy farm animals. That day he and his father began the
journey back to their mountain home. They will return in
August when Santos will have the cataract removed from his
left eye. A life forever changed; what a gift!

Shoes to Spare
   This story takes place in Calichal, a remote village of Yoro
surrounded by mountains and a beautiful waterfall. Even
though they are poor, the villagers eagerly share what little
they have.

  When we set up our clinic, the word goes out to the entire
region and we see people who travel very far to reach us. It
was the second day of clinic in Calichal. The line of people
waiting to be seen was very long and it looked like it might
rain. At the front of the line were a weary mother with three
children. All of them were barefoot. Two little boys about four
and 5 hung onto their mother’s skirt. Their sister looked to be

Honduras / continued on p. 3
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Archbishop Carlson and Father Rauch at the reception following the
June 13 Mass at the Cathedral closing the Year of the Priest and
honoring St. Louis priests ordained on that date in 1970. With Father
Rauch and his classmates, the Archbishop also celebrates the 40th

anniversary of his priestly ordination this year.

Renewing Our Central Prayer
Father Dave Rauch

   As you have read or heard, plans are underway to introduce
a new translation of the Roman Missal, the book of prayers we
use at Mass, to the English-speaking world. This translation
was approved by the Holy See a few months ago. It will most
likely go into effect on the First Sunday of Advent at the end
of November 2011.

   There has been a lot of discussion about the style of this
translation and its subsequent changes in the prayers and re-
sponses at Mass. The last edition of the Roman Missal was in
1975, a few years after Mass was permitted to be celebrated in
English. In developing this translation there was a desire on
the part of the Vatican and ICEL (the International Committee
on English in the Liturgy) to more closely follow the meaning
and the language patterns of Latin so that it is more faith-ful to
the original text. Thus many small but noticeable and signify-
cant changes will be found in the new translation. For
instance, the response, “And also with you” will follow the
Latin “Et cum spiritu tuo” and become “And with your
spirit.”

   One of the great desires of the Second Vatican Council in its
Constitution of the Sacred Liturgy was for full, conscious and
active participation in the celebration of the liturgy. Mass in
the vernacular was seen as one way to help this process. It is
hard to realize that not all that long ago, Mass was celebrated
with the people silently in the pews. The dialogue Mass in
Latin was an improvement on that, but celebrating in English
made participation very easy for everyone. Almost everybody
gladly accepted this reform.

Our Prayer / continued on p. 4

Great Job, Grads!
   We congratulate OLP young people receiving awards
recognizing their academic success. These are students
identified in response to an invitation in the previous Spirit
and the Sunday bulletin.
David Amelotti graduated from Chaminade College Prep and
will attend Southeast Missouri State University. He has
received the SMSU Missouri Leadership Award and 2010 St.
Paul Media Scholarship.
Our Lady of Providence School graduates received these
awards:
Connor Eskridge and Matt Rath each received St. John
Vianney Founders Scholarships.
Caroline Gallaher received the Rachel Mueth Memorial
Scholarship and a Top Academic Student savings bond. She
will attend Cor Jesu.
Kelly Krupp received the Dale and Margie Bantle Scholar-
hip and will attend Nerinx Hall.
Lauren Miller received a Top Academic Student savings
bond. She will attend Cor Jesu.
Julie Shipley received the Boston Creative Scholarship. She
will attend Nerinx Hall.

  Due to the excessive heat, the roofing project has been de-
layed until early September. We are still working with roofers
to obtain bids, and we hope to receive better pricing by wait-
ing until cooler weather. Work is underway to repair the
school portico. A leaking gutter has led to serious damage by
water and carpenter ants.

  The playground renovation has begun! Installation will be
late July. If you are interested in helping, contact Paul Krobath

(842-2167).
Thanks to the
generosity of the
OLP parish com-
munity, the pro-
jects are advanc-
ing as planned.
Receipt of pledge
payments re-

mains on track. As always, should you have any questions
concerning your pledge payments, or to make a pledge if you
have not already done so, contact Julie Ramacciotti (843-
3570, x12) at the rectory.

  Providence Will Provide
   Work in Progress
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Honduras / continued on p. 3

about eight years old. Their clothes were ragged, their faces
dirty. Through it all, the children did not complain.

  After talking to them, we found they had walked barefoot for
six hours. We were able to take care of their medical needs
and volunteers were eager to share their food with the family.
However, they still had to walk back home. Another six hours
barefoot! How could we get them shoes? With no other
resources, we asked the villagers if anyone had any shoes to
spare. It didn’t take long for them to return with a few well-
worn pair, most with holes and laces missing. Obviously, this
was a difficult sacrifice for these people who had so little
themselves. Only one pair of shoes worked out, a pair for the
little girl. The family was so grateful, though. They had
expected so little and felt as though they had received so
much.

Yorlene’s Family
  Yorelene is the young girl who had scoliosis surgery in St.
Louis this past January. Right now she is living on Long
Island in New York with her sponsor mom. Yorlene has not
seen her family for almost two years now. On the last day of
our trip, some of us were able to visit her family. We brought
along presents for everyone, but the greatest gift they received
was a photo album of Yorlene since her surgery. What joy it
brought them to see her looking so well. What joy it brought
us to see their reaction! Yorlene will return to St. Louis the
end of July when she has an appointment with Dr. Lenke. She
may find out then if she is able to return to Honduras.

   There were three OLP volunteers on this mission trip: Patsy
Conte, Zach Wallace and myself. It was an adventure for each

During the trip Patsy Conte worked in Registration, weighing people,
taking blood pressures, and helping them to feel at ease.

of us. I often think the mission trips are like Halloween. When
I was a child, on Halloween night I would run down the street
hanging onto my bag of candy, already planning my costume
for the next year. Our team of volunteers is already making
plans for next year, where we will be, what we will do. Six
years ago my life changed forever. I wonder whose life will be
forever changed next year?

Girls on the Run participants included Lindsey Bozdeck, Abby
Brinker, Kate Evans, Veronica George, Sarah Higgins, Sarah
Hummel, Rachel Maus, Katelyn Meyer, Lauren Miller, Julie Shipley,
Natalie Wagner, Colleen Wheadon, and Julia Woodcock.

Running on to Confidence
   Throughout the Spring thirteen OLP girls from grades 3-8
participated in Girls on the Run, a national program to inspire
self-respect and healthy lifestyles in pre-teen girls. This ten-
week program combines physical training with a curriculum
that provides the tools to make positive decisions and to avoid
risky adolescent behaviors. Coaches Nora Stone, Cecilia
George, Marilyn Price, and volunteer Erin LeClerc led the
program. In mid-May the group joined 4,000 other St. Louis
participants for a 3.1 mile run in Forest Park. Nora exclaimed,
“As a coach it was a true blessing to spend time with each one
of these girls. They are really smart and so good-hearted!”

The Spirit of Providence is published bi-monthly to celebrate the
many ways in which generous gifts of time, talent and treasure enrich
our faith community. Suggestions, articles and and photographs can
be submitted to Joe Dunne, 843-2563 or jdunne63@yahoo.com
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 Our Prayer / continued from p. 2

   The introduction of this new edition of the Roman Missal in
English is a moment for all of us to be reminded of the
Council’s call to actively participate in the Mass and other
sacraments. By our Baptism we are all called to worship God.
The priest through the sacrament of Holy Orders receives the
power to act in the name of Jesus especially in consecrating
the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ. But all
of the liturgical ministers also exercise their ministries as
readers of God’s Word, greeters and ushers, servers, choir
members and instrumentalists or Extraordinary Ministers of
Communion. And members of the whole assembly fulfill their
ministry by listening, responding, bringing forward the gifts
and carrying the message out into the world.

   It is vitally important that we each realize the great gift and
responsibility we share. It is at Mass, especially at the cele-
bration of the Lord’s Day, that we acknowledge Jesus as Our
Lord and Savior. The Eucharist is the center of parish life and
the activity that draws us together in unity. Change is always
awkward and often unwelcome. But change is sometimes a
great opportunity to look freshly and to refocus our attention
on the holy mysteries at the heart of our Catholic tradition. As
this process unfolds I invite you to open your hearts and minds
to the riches of the Sacred Liturgy and to embrace the new and
make it your own. Hopefully through this process our partici-
pation will grow and our faith will deepen.

The annual Washers Tournament, the highlight of the Men’s Club
June meeting, attracted its largest field ever. Here president Matt
Koehler takes aim at the can with real determination. The Men’s Club
meets on the third Thursday of every month and offers fellowship and
an opportunity for parish service. All men are invited to attend.

       Where every child is known by heart.

And known through SERVICE . . . St. Vincent De
Paul Society (7th & 8th Grade projects) . . . Children’s
Choir . . . Youth Mass / Ministry . . . Student Ambas-
sadors / Student Council . . . Advent & Lent Outreach
Projects . . . Recycling Program.


